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§ 1506.6. Under certain limited cir-
cumstances, AFRH shall make the 
finding of no significant impact avail-
able for public review for 30 days before 
the agency makes its final determina-
tion whether to prepare an environ-
mental impact statement and before 
the action may begin. The cir-
cumstances are: 

(i) The proposed action is, or is close-
ly similar to, one which normally re-
quires the preparation of an environ-
mental impact statement; 

(ii) The nature of the proposed action 
is one without precedent; or 

(iii) There is controversy associated 
with the environmental effects of the 
proposed action. 

(d) Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS). (1) An Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) is a detailed analysis 
and report, that presents the environ-
mental effects of a proposed action and 
its reasonable alternatives. An EIS is 
prepared for any AFRH action that 
may have significant effects on the 
quality of the human environment. A 
Notice of Intent will be prepared and 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER as 
soon as practicable after deciding to 
prepare an EIS. When a lengthy period 
of time will elapse between the deci-
sion to prepare the EIS and prepara-
tion of the EIS, the notice of intent 
should be published at a reasonable 
time prior to preparing the EIS. 

(2) Certain AFRH actions are likely 
to have significant effects on the qual-
ity of the human environment, and 
hence typically require an EIS. These 
classes of action are listed in appendix 
C to part 200. 

(3) When it appears that the action is 
likely to have significant effects on the 
quality of the human environment, 
AFRH will prepare an EIS. An action 
that typically requires an EIS is found 
in appendix C to part 200. An EA may 
be prepared to aid in deciding whether 
an EIS is needed, or the responsible of-
ficial may decide to prepare an EIS 
without preparing an EA. 

(4) Direction for preparing, circu-
lating, finalizing, and using an EIS in 
decision making is found in the CEQ 
Regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500–1508). 

(e) Supplemental statements. If an EA 
or an EIS has been completed and the 
AFRH goes to implement the action, 

but no action has been taken within 
four years of the completion of the EA 
or EIS, the AFRH will review the docu-
ment to determine if circumstances 
have changed that would warrant a 
supplement to the original document. 
A supplemental statement will be pro-
vided to the decision maker to inform 
the decisions on whether and how to 
proceed with the proposed action and 
be maintained with the previous EA or 
EIS and related records for the pro-
posed action. 

(f) Using NEPA in decision making. (1) 
Compliance with NEPA and related au-
thorities will begin at the earliest 
point in planning any action, when the 
widest reasonable range of alternatives 
is open for consideration. 

(2) The NEPA review process will be 
carried out in coordination with con-
tinued planning. 

(3) All personnel involved in planning 
actions should view NEPA review as 
part of effective planning, not as a 
mere documentation requirement. 

(4) Outside agencies, State and local 
governments, Indian Tribes, and the 
public will whenever practicable be af-
forded reasonable opportunities to par-
ticipate in the NEPA process. 

(5) The results of NEPA review will 
be fully considered by each AFRH deci-
sion-maker before making a decision 
on an action subject to such review and 
the alternatives considered by the deci-
sion-maker will be encompassed within 
the range of alternatives for the ac-
tion. 

(6) AFRH will ensure relevant envi-
ronmental documents, comments, and 
responses are part of the record in for-
mal rulemaking or adjudicatory pro-
ceedings. 

(7) Executives and other employees 
responsible for aspects of NEPA review 
will be held accountable for the per-
formance of such responsibilities, 
through performance reviews and other 
administrative mechanisms. 

§ 200.5 Coordination with other au-
thorities. 

(a) To the maximum extent feasible, 
NEPA review shall be coordinated with 
review of proposed actions under other 
environmental legal authorities, in-
cluding but not limited to the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, 
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Compensation, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA); the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act (NHPA); the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA); Executive Orders 
11988, 11990, and 13006; and other appli-
cable authorities. 

(b) In effecting such coordination, re-
sponsible AFRH officials will ensure 
that the substantive and procedural re-
quirements of other environmental au-
thorities are met, together with the re-
quirements of NEPA. It will be explic-
itly understood that compliance with 
NEPA does not substitute for compli-
ance with other environmental au-
thorities, nor does compliance with 
such other authority substitute for 
compliance with NEPA. 

§ 200.6 Public involvement. 

(a) As part of its system for NEPA 
compliance, the COO and the Master 
Planner shall provide for levels and 
kinds of public involvement appro-
priate to the proposed action and its 
likely effects. 

(b) Where a related authority pro-
vides specific procedures for public in-
volvement, the responsible AFRH offi-
cial shall ensure that such procedures 
where practicable in the process of 
NEPA review. 

(c) Public involvement in the AFRH 
NEPA process shall have as its purpose 
the full disclosure of AFRH actions and 
alternatives to the public, within the 
constraints of AFRH program authori-
ties, and giving the public a full oppor-
tunity to comment on the environ-
mental effects of AFRH proposals. 

(d) Pursuant to Executive Order 
12898, special efforts will be made to in-
volve members of potentially affected 
low-income and minority communities 
in NEPA review and decision-making. 
Such efforts may include, but are not 
limited to, special programs of commu-
nity outreach, including cross-cultural 
programs, translations of pertinent 
documents, and ensuring that trans-
lators are available at public meetings. 

(e) Information pertaining to AFRH 
actions and/or NEPA documentation 
can be obtained through the Master 
Planner at 3700 North Capital Street, 
NW, Washington, DC 20011. 

§ 200.7 Cooperating agencies. 

(a) Federal agencies with jurisdiction 
by law will be invited to serve as co-
operating agencies and Federal agen-
cies with special expertise may be in-
vited to serve as cooperating agencies 
in the conduct of NEPA review of an 
AFRH proposed action. 

(b) The responsible AFRH official 
will invite other Tribal, State, and 
local agencies to serve as cooperating 
agencies with subject matter jurisdic-
tion or special expertise in the conduct 
of NEPA review of an AFRH proposed 
action. 

§ 200.8 AFRH participation in NEPA 
compliance by other agencies. 

(a) AFRH may participate in the 
NEPA process as a cooperating agency 
for another lead agency’s project, or as 
a commenter/reviewer of another agen-
cy’s NEPA document. AFRH may also 
participate in environmental studies 
carried out by non-Federal parties (for 
example, a local government con-
ducting studies under a State environ-
mental policy law) where such studies 
are relevant to AFRH’s interests or 
may be incorporated by AFRH into its 
own studies under NEPA. Where AFRH 
will be responsible for a decision on a 
project that is the subject of such a 
study, and has the authority to do so, 
AFRH will ensure that the study and 
its resulting documents meet the 
standards set forth in these regulations 
in coordination with the COO. 

(b) As a cooperating agency, AFRH 
participates in the NEPA process as re-
quested by the lead agency, in accord-
ance with 40 CFR 1501.6 of the CEQ reg-
ulations. Tasks may include partici-
pating in meetings and providing spe-
cific information relevant to the mat-
ters over which it has jurisdiction by 
law or expertise. 

(c) AFRH comments shall be pre-
pared in consultation with, or by, the 
Master Planner. 

(d) The responsible AFRH official 
may provide comments and/or reviews 
of another agency’s NEPA documents, 
and/or other Federal and State envi-
ronmental documents. 

(e) AFRH comments shall be provided 
in accordance with 40 CFR 1503.3. 
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